
PREPARATION AND APPROVAL OF RESEARCH PROPOSAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Departmental Higher 
Degrees Committee nominates 
supervisor and co-supervisor 
for the study – MoU signed 

2. Student and appointed 
Supervisor(s) work on 
project proposal  

3. Student presents research 
proposal in scheduled 
Departmental Seminar with 
senior staff members 

4. Student use the 
consolidated feedback 
from seminar to revise 
research proposal under 
guidance of supervisors 

Is research 
proposal 
viable? 

Yes 

Yes 

Is research ethics 
submission 
approved by FREC? 

Yes 
6. FHDC Chair do quality check 
on approval and then approve 
the proposal and the R1 
project registration and return 
to student/supervisor 

7. Student/supervisor submits ethics 
application through departmental ethics 
committee member to Chair of Faculty 
Research Ethics Chair (FREC) ethics – Obtain 
ethics clearance certificate 

As per Department 
recommendation, the 
Supervisor/student 
apply for ethics 
clearance: Important 
to look at does 
research proposal 
need animals, human, 
biosafety ethics 

 

8. Supervisor/student submits proposal to Faculty 
Research Ethics Committee (FREC) Chair through 
departmental ethics committee member. Faculty 
Ethics Chair assigns ethics review to relevant 
committee members 

No 

10. Use consolidated feedback 
from FREC to revise research 
proposal under guidance of 
supervisors 

HoD submit to FHDC Chair the UHDC submission form 
together with the ethical clearance certificate; 
appointment of external supervisor form if necessary for 
approval by University Higher Degrees Committee (UHDC)  

No 

No 

5. HoD submit research 
corrected approved proposal 
and proposal evaluation 
approval form, the R1 
registration form; proof of 
registration; English language 
editing letter; attendance list 
of proposal seminar to the 
Faculty Higher Degrees 
Committee Chair for quality 
assurance approval 


