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UNIVEN Innovative Growth Company (UIGC) and UNIVEN Continuing Education (UCE) caused quite a stir during 

Nzalo Careers’ Mandela Day mentoring programme at Freedom Park in Pretoria on Saturday with their an-

nouncement of a free online course to one fortunate young attendee. Kamogelo Tshawe, who emerged the 

winner of the online short learning opportunity given away by UCE, is at liberty to decide on any course from 

UCE’s product portfolio. The prize is valued at up to an estimated R25 000. 

The event, hosted at the hilltop Sanctuary, with a full view of the eternal flame in honour of fallen heroes, was 

alive with energy and inspiration on the part of an audience comprising youth and mentors who gathered for a 

programme marked by a panel discussion, respective group mentoring sessions, tours of the world-class 

attraction and gripping entertainment. Professionals from various industries were called on to share their jour-

neys and offered encouragement and advice on navigating life’s challenges. Among the panellists was UCE’s 

Executive Director, Dr Thakhani Takalani, who addressed some of the most pressing issues facing South Africa’s 

youth and sharing a message of resilience, education and vision being cornerstones of meaningful change.  

The event celebrated the Madiba legacy, but also ignited hope, courage and a renewed sense of purpose with-

in the audience of young attendees. 

 

UIGC, UCE GIVE BACK ON MANDELA DAY WITH FREE E-COURSE 
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UNIVEN Innovative Growth Company (UIGC) showed heart through its support of UNIVEN Vice-Chancellor’s 

Winter Golf Tournament on a freezing first Friday of July 2025 at Killarney Country Club in Johannesburg. 

The golf day served as a fundraiser towards assisting UNIVEN students who require financial assistance with 

tuition fees while driving access to education in the quest to empower tomorrow’s leaders. 

And not even the extreme windy conditions on the course that characterised a chilly winter’s day in the City 

of Gold could prevent the estimated 120 players from supporting this worthy cause. 

At UIGC and UNIVEN’s joint activation, set up at the 10th hole, and during the evening’s prizegiving ceremony 

engagement with stakeholders predominantly centred around the product offering of UNIVEN Continuing 

Education (UCE).  

UIGC SHOWS HEART WITH SUPPORT FOR VC’S CHARITABLE CAUSE 
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UNIVEN Innovative Growth Company (UIGC) and its entities have jointly made company history by clinching un-

qualified audit opinions for the past financial year.  

The news was made official during a recent special meeting of the UIGC Board and Executive Committee (Exco), 

during which congratulations echoed across the virtual meeting platform. UIGC Executive Director, Mr Nditsheni 

Tshithavhane, commended his team for their collective effort and commitment, emphasising that the audit 

opinions would serve as encouragement for UIGC to  achieve clean audits in future.  

The good news was received upon conclusion of a workshop during which UIGC’s 5-year strategic plan for 2026-

2030 was presented to members of the University of Venda’s (UNIVEN) Risk and Audit and Finance committees 

earlier that day.  

UCE launches Rural Development Skills programme 

UNIVEN Continuing Education (UCE) recently launched its Rural Develop-

ment Skills Programme, a strategic initiative aimed at equipping youth and 

community members with practical skills to drive rural transformation, on 

the UNIVEN campus. The 3-month programme encompasses qualifications 

in  Sustainable Agriculture and Environmental Management. 

ULULATIONS OVER UIGC ENTITIES’ AUDIT OUTCOMES 
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Managers of UNIVEN Innovative Growth Company (UIGC) Holdings and its various entities recently gathered 

for a comprehensive Risk Management workshop held at an establishment in Thohoyandou.  

The session was facilitated by Ms Regina Erasmus and Mr Tendayi Mashonganyika of Motlanalo Chartered Ac-

countants & Auditors. 

The workshop covered a range of critical topics, including key risk management principles, types of risk and 

fundamental risk management concepts. The aim was to strengthen the entities’ capacity to identify, assess 

and mitigate risks within operational environments. 

Each entity was given the opportunity to engage on its customised risk register, allowing for an in-depth review 

and the development of targeted mitigation strategies.  

The interactive session fostered meaningful discussions and practical planning, reinforcing UIGC’s commitment 

to proactive governance and organisational resilience.  

Managers commit to proactive governance during workshop 
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In a continued effort to uplift and empower local communities, UNIVEN Continuing Education (UCE) in collabo-

ration with the University of Venda's (UNIVEN) Community Development Unit recently rolled out the Skills for 

the Future: Maths and Science Project.  

Funded by BANKSETA, the initiative aims to strengthen foundational knowledge in Mathematics and Science 

for 64 learners from Liivha Combined School in the Thohoyandou area who are currently facing academic chal-

lenges in the subjects. The programme not only focuses on academic improvement but also includes a vital dig-

ital literacy component to equip learners with essential twenty-first-century skills.  

As part of the initiative, each learner received a new laptop, ensuring they have the tools to access digital learn-

ing resources. 

 

  

Tomorrow’s leaders empowered through Skills For Future collab  

UNIVEN Continuing Education (UCE) has joined forces with the University of Venda’s (UNIVEN) Department of Youth in 

Development on the implementation of a SASSETA-funded Prevention of Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Support for 

Victims project that is conducted in partnership with DC Academy.  

The project, delivered under a signed Discretionary Grant Funding Agreement, will run until 31 March 2026. DC Academy 

has successfully delivered similar programmes for SASSETA in the past and was expected to provide technical and opera-

tional support to ensure effective project delivery, stated UCE Operations Manager Thanyani Nekwakwani.  

The project will include stakeholder engagement, the recruitment of 400 participants to include 100 GBV victims, a 2-day 

workshop, the implementation of awareness campaigns and the provision of support sessions for 100 GBV victims. 

UCE, UNIVEN  partner on GBV prevention, victim support project  
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UNIVEN Continuing Education (UCE) remains in the lead with short course learning content that is relevant to 

the dictates of an ever changing and developing world. 

The diverse range of courses available through UCE cuts across sectors and is aimed at empowering anyone 

from the established career person to individuals embarking on new careers. 

The team at UCE comprises experts in the field of continuing education, and with both feet in the career world 

they have all the knowledge to provide the keys to help unlock the future. 

Connect with UCE via info@univentraining.co.za, phone/text 063 962 0978 or www.univentraining.co.za 

 

 

Get a head start on the future with UCE’s short courses 
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The final monitoring session as part of the Commercial Cleaner Learnership Programme was conducted at the 

end of May, marking the successful conclusion to an impactful journey. 

All participants in the group were in attendance, reflecting a strong commitment and dedication shown 

throughout the project. The session was facilitated by a representative from Services SETA, further affirming 

the collaborative spirit behind the initiative. 

The programme, implemented by UNIVEN Continuing Education (UCE) and funded by Services SETA, had one 

of the highest participation numbers across projects of its kind offered thus far. Despite its scale, it recorded an 

impressively low termination rate, a milestone UCE is particularly proud of. 

As the learnership drew to a close, UCE extended congratulations to all participants. In sharing well wishes 

UCE’s Operations Manager, Ms Thanyani Nekwakwani, said: “We commend their perseverance and growth, 

and we wish them success as they step into new beginnings within the cleaning and hygiene sector.” 

Final monitoring, wrap-up of UCE Commercial Cleaner Learnership 
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